
1 
 

 
 

What is St.  Francis High School Mock Trial?(from http://www.scoe.net/law/) 

 
The Mock Trial competition simulates a trial-level proceeding in which students portray pre-trial 

counsel, prosecution and defense attorneys, witnesses, court clerk, courtroom artists, courtroom journalist, 
and bailiff before a presiding judge and 2-3 scoring judges.Student legal counsel is scored on how well 
they execute their case.  The Courtroom Art competition sees student artists create courtroom sketches for 
scoring.  The Courtroom Journalism competition sees students write an account of their own team's 
competition. All students who participate acquire a working knowledge of our judicial system, develop 
analytical and communication skills, and gain an understanding of their obligations and responsibilities as 
participating members of society. The Sacramento area has hosted the annual Gordon D. Schaber (GDS) 
Mock Trial competition since 1979. 
 
The Case 

Each year, the Constitutional Rights Foundation (CRF) creates and produces a new set of Mock 
Trial materials based on an important issue facing America’s youth. The materials include a hypothetical 
criminal case (including summaries of case law, witness statements, official exhibits, and simplified rules 
of evidence), lesson plans on the central issues in the case, and competition rules and guidelines.  See the 
CRF subpage to purchase previous MT cases:  crf-usa.org/materials-catalog/mock-trials-cases.html 
 
The Students 

The Mock Trial competition actively engages approximately 400 student-participants from 25 
Sacramento area high schools. Students actively experience the excitement of working in teams, 
exchanging ideas, setting goals, and examining issues while interacting with positive role models from 
their communities.  By studying the case and preparing strategies and arguments for trial, students also 
develop presentation skills, analytic ability, and team cooperation.  Teacher- and attorney-coaches 
conduct practices, scrimmages, and prepare students for competition. 
 
The Competition 

Cases are released to all California counties in September.  The GDS Mock Trial competition 
occurs in early spring, and includes multiple rounds of trials. The first-place team advances to the 
StateFinals in March. In May, the winner of the state competition represents California at the annual 
National High School Mock Trial competition, involving teams from 54 states and territories. 
 
2012-2013 Saint Francis High School Mock Trial Results 
 Your SFHS Mock Trial Troubies scored Third Place overall at the 2012-2013 SCOE Mock Trial 
Competition.  See http://www.scoe.net/news/library/2013/march/05mock_moot.html 
 
Learn More 

Visit crf-usa.org/mock-trial-programand http://www.scoe.net/law/to learn more about this dynamic and 
skill-intensive academic team sport.  A Saint Francis High School Mock Trial general info session will be held 
August 22nd after school in room 502 (3:15pm till 4:30pm).  

http://www.scoe.net/law/
http://www.crf-usa.org/materials-catalog/mock-trials-cases.html
http://www.scoe.net/news/library/2013/march/05mock_moot.html
http://www.crf-usa.org/mock-trial-program
http://www.scoe.net/law/
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Benefits of SF Mock Trial Participation 
St. Francis High School Mock Trial students gain solid academic training and enhanced life 
skills.  Students on the team will 
 

• Receive one course credit and letter grade per semester of participation.  (This credit 
does not affect overall GPA but does appear on your college transcript.) 

• Interact and collaborate with fellow high-performing Troubies 
• Sharpen research, argument, and public speaking skills 
• Come to understand the process of executing a criminal court case 
• Expand knowledge of the U.S. legal system 
• Integrate information across disciplines (law enforcement, speechmaking, government, 

civic history, and others) 
• Enjoy a very polished addition to college resumes 
• Gain experience helpful when pursuing a pre-law degree 

 
 
Who’s in Charge? 
Ms. Laura Hanusek, Director of Student Activities      lhanusek@stfrancishs.org 
TBD, Teacher-Coach      
Mr. Jesse Ortiz, Attorney-Coach    jesse@jesseortizlaw.com 
 
 
Costs to Participate in SFHS Mock Trial 

• OPTIONAL $35 for team tee-shirt.  (MT students may purchase team shirt to wear on 
Fridays). 

• Students on the Mock Trial team must procure and study “In Our Defense” by Ellen 
Alderman & Caroline Kennedy (ISBN 0-380-71720-4) 

• Students on Mock Trial rotate obligation to provide healthy snacks at weekday practices.  
This comes to approx. $20 per snack duty.  (Estimated four snack duties per student.) 

 
 
Responsibilities of SFHS Mock Trial Team Members 

• Mock Trial students meet every Monday and Thursday, 3:15-5:00pm in room 502 
starting Sept. 8th plus additional weekend scrimmages (dates TBD).  Scrimmages meet 
in the SF library on Saturdays, 9am till Noon. 

• Mock Trial students complete 4-6 hours of homework per week.  This work involves 
studying our case file, practicing your role, studying in the field of constitutional law, 
reading “In Our Defense,” memorizing witness statements, honing attorney questions 
and opening/closing statements, researching legal precedence, and practicing 
courtroom delivery. 
 
 

  

mailto:lhanusek@stfrancishs.org
mailto:jesse@jesseortizlaw.com
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Grading 
• Students receive 25/25 points for full participation at each weekday practices, 100/100 

points for full participation at weekend practices and at competition rounds.  Points 
deducted for arriving late, leaving early, and showing up unprepared. 

• Students will be quizzed twice on specific readings from the book “In Our Defense.”  
Each quiz carries a weight of 100 points. 

• Students will be docked points for falling behind in trial statement preparation and 
witness statement memorization. 

• A student who wears inappropriate attire at a scrimmage or competition round will be 
docked 100 points.  (Students will be told exactly what to wear and what not to wear.) 

• A student may request one optional project worth +100 extra credit points towards their 
MT grade. 
 

 
SFHS Mock Trial Competition Dates 

TBA (Early Spring Semester) 
 

 
Responsibilities of Parents of Team Members 

Parents of SFHS Mock Trial team members are vital to the success of our program!  
Parent volunteers are asked provide snacks at weekly meetings and chaperone trips (library, 
competition rounds, scrimmages, and at off-site team meetings).  Chaperone drivers must get 
fingerprinted according to the Dept. of Justice and FBI process.  The process is outlined on our 
school website:  
 
http://www.stfrancishs.org/education/projects/projects.php?sectiondetailid=1159&. 

 
For information on fingerprinting venues please ask the teacher-coach or visit the D.O.J. 

website: http://ag.ca.gov/fingerprints/. 
 

As primary educators parents are responsible for overseeing their daughter’s active and 
enthusiastic participation in her academic team. 

 
 
 
SF Mock Trial Team Tryouts Held Aug. 26th and Aug. 28th, 3:15-5:00pm in Rm 502 

• Every position on the SFHS Mock Trial academic team is open.  All students wishing to 
join the team must attend one tryout (either Aug. 26th or 28th).  The team consists of 
approximately 18 students. 

• Bring your signed contract (below) to one tryout event. 
• Your tryout process differs based on which team role you want (described below).  If you 

are invited to participate on the team, you may be assigned to any role per coaches. 
• Your tryout will be observed by teacher- and attorney coaches, and will be video 

recorded. 
• A Mock Trial General Info session will be held August 19th after school in room 502. 

 
TRYOUTS: PROSPECTIVE STUDENT ATTORNEYS.  If you wish to join the team as a 
prospective student attorney, the following paragraph describes your tryout process. 

Bring your completed application to one tryout event.  The back of this packet contains a 
hypothetical case file fact situation.  Choose to portray either a prosecution or defense attorney.  

http://www.stfrancishs.org/education/projects/projects.php?sectiondetailid=1159&
http://ag.ca.gov/fingerprints/
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Prepare a 3-5 minute opening statement to present in front of teacher- and attorney coaches.  
Present as if you are either defending Adrian Vega or prosecuting Adrian Vega.  You may refer 
to your notes but do not simply read your statement.  SF Mock Trial teacher-coach and 
attorney-coach will observe your opening statement.  The team looks for confident public 
speaking, excellent volume, a touch of passion, an organized, flowing argument and sensible 
delivery of points.  Sample opening statements follow at back of packet.  You may use these 
statements, or incorporate them into your own statements, or refer to these statements when 
speaking. 
 
TRYOUTS: PROSPECTIVE STUDENT WITNESSES. If you wish to join the team as a 
prospective student witness, the following paragraph describes your tryout process. 

Bring your completed application to one tryout event.  Following at the back of this 
packet are witness statements.  Select one and memorize the details.  At tryouts, you will role-
play your assigned witness role, including mannerisms, and answer questions as if you are 
testifying in a court of law.  You may refer to your notes and to the actual witness statement.  
You will present in front of teacher-coach and attorney-coach, who will question you as if you 
are testifying.  The team looks for empathy, confident speaking, memorization skill, acting 
ability, and a comfort level with questioning. 
 
TRYOUTS: PROSPECTIVE COURTROOM ARTIST. If you wish to join the team as a 
prospective courtroom artist, the 
following paragraph describes your 
tryout process. 
 Bring your completed 
application and necessary art 
suppliesto one tryout event.  Sketch 
what you see.  The drawing must be 
on 11” X 14” paper, in horizontal 
format, using any dry medium. 
Artists must supplypaper and 
mediums.  Take as much time as 
you need.  (A tryout event usually 
lasts two hours, but you are allowed 
to take your work home and submit it 
the following day to the SF Mock 
Trial teacher-coach). Your sketch 
must be done in color. If you will be using charcoal or pastel pencils, use a spray sealer to 
prevent smudging.  In the event multiple sketches are submitted, the SF Mock Trial teacher-
coach may solicit an opinion from the SF Art Dept.The adjoining picture is an example of a 
Mock Trial Courtroom Artist’s sketch. 
 
TRYOUTS: PROSPECTIVE COURTROOM JOURNALIST. If you wish to join the team as a 
prospective courtroom journalist, the following paragraph describes your tryout process. 
 Bring to one tryout event your completed application and a sample of your writing for the 
teacher-coach. This can be an article, journal entry, book report, reflection, essay, creative short 
story, or similar short work. The teacher- and attorney-coach will ask questions on your 
background and expertise.  The team is looking for clear, concise writing, proper use of 
grammar and correct spelling, comprehensible and clear flow of thought, organized paragraphs, 
and advanced vocabulary. In the event multiple writing pieces are submitted, the Mock Trial 
teacher-coach may solicit an opinion from the SF English Dept. 
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St. Francis High School 

Mock Trial Academic Team Member Application Page 1 of 2 
 
Complete and bring these two pages to one St. Francis High School Mock Trial team tryout event, either Aug. 26thor 
Aug. 28th.  Email questions to Ms. Hanusek at lhanusek@stfrancishs.org. 

Print Student Name:  ________________________________ 

Student TroubieMail Address:   ________________________________ 

 
Circle One:   Senior  Junior  Sophomore Freshman 
 
For Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors:  GPA for last Spring:  _________ 
(2.0  with no more than one D and no Fs is required to join an academic team) 
 
Applying to be SF Mock Trial: Witness  Attorney Artist  Journalist 
 
Explain what you can offer the SFHS Mock Trial team: 

__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR, STUDENT OFFICER, FINE ARTS, CLUBS& ATHLETICS: 
List all anticipated extra-curricular involvement during the ’14-‘15 school year: 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Check the True Statement(s): 
 
_____ I do not foresee missing any Mock Trial weekday or weekend practices. 
 
_____ I may need to miss at least two practices. 

mailto:lhanusek@stfrancishs.org
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St. Francis High School 
Mock Trial Academic Team Member Application Page 2 of 2 

 
 
Student Initials the following: 
 
____ If accepted onto the SFHS Mock Trial team I certify I will attend all Monday and Thursday practices, 3:15-

5:00pm in room 502, weekend practices, and competition rounds.  I will be on time and will stay until the 
event ends. 

 
____ I understand a 2.0 GPA with no more than one D and no Fs is required to participate on SFHS academic  
 teams. 
 
____ I understand that Mock Trial is an academic team, for which a letter grade will be assigned per semester. 

My grade will be determined by my preparation, attendance at weekly and additional practices, 
assignments, adherence to team rules including proper attire at competitions, and my competition 
attendance. 

 
____ I and my parents understand the financial costs of joining the SFHS Mock Trial team. 
 
____ I and my parents understand that SFHS Mock Trial participation amounts to four-to-six hours of 

homework per week, and more preceding a competition. 
 
____ I understand that an SFHS Mock Trial team member has until Sept. 30thto drop the team without 

 penalty.  After this time dropping the team results in a failing academic team grade. 
 
 
 
 
Dated:  ___________     ______________________________ 
         Student Signature 
 
Dated:  ___________     ______________________________  
         Parent Signature 
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Sample Prosecution Attorney Opening Statement 
  
 Your Honor, the evidence will show through the testimony of the witnesses that the defendant 
is guilty of hitting the victim, Cameron Douglas, and running. 
 
 On the night of Thursday, April 19, 2012, the defendant and her Italian foreign exchange 
student competed in a swim meet, and they won. To add onto this victory, the defendant was noticed by 
a scout from her dream school. That night, still exceptionally jubilant from her victories, Adrian got in 
the car and drove home. She was distracted by her happiness, and constantly texted her friends and 
family about her victory while driving. While she was distracted, she ran the stop sign between Skyline 
and Grand and hit what she thought was a mere bump in the road. However, she would later discover 
that it wasn't a bump, but the victim: Cameron Douglas. She refused to pull over despite Toni's 
incessant pleas. She slowed, but rather than stopping, she continued to drive. Although, after hitting 
Mrs. Douglas, she stopped texting: She finally conceded to the fact that it was too much for her to drive 
and text all of her friends at the same time.  
 
 When they got home, the defendant decided to walk around for a bit and cool off. While she 
was gone, Officers Wright and Jackson spoke to Toni about the accident. They also noticed scratches of 
turquoise-colored paint (the color of Decamp's bike) on the left front bumper where she hit Dallas. 
Later, the officers spoke with the defendant. When the officers suggested to the defendant that she was 
a suspect for the crime of a hit and run, she responded, "It was a bicyclist?! I am so sorry. I could never 
forgive myself!" The Officers promptly arrested her.  
 
 In this case, the circumstantial evidence is unequivocally compelling. Dallas Decamp will 
testify that she had seen the defendant driving recklessly around town on multiple occasions. She will 
also testify that when she was hit, she looked up and saw the defendant's face as she was sitting in the 
driver's seat. Mrs. Liu will also testify that she retrieved a partial license plate number that matched the 
Vega's Bueller. She was also able to describe the defendant's clothes. Her description matched the 
description that Officer Wright will testify to seeing when she talked to the defendant. Mrs. Liu also 
noticed the glow of a cell phone screen. Most importantly, Mrs. Liu will testify that after hitting Mr. 
Decamp, the defendant slowed noticeably indicating her awareness that she had hit something. But, she 
continued to drive, explicitly implying her conscious choice not to face her crime.  
 
 Due to the undeniable veracity of the circumstantial evidence, you will be duty bound to find 
the defendant guilty of Failure to Perform her Duty Following the Accident.  
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Sample Defense Attorney Opening Statement 
 

Your Honor, the evidence will show that my client, Adrian Vega, is not guilty of a hit and run. 
 

On the night of April 19, 2012, Miss Vega competed well in a swim competition. Miss Vega is a 
dedicated swimmer.  After the meet, my client was approached by a scout from her dream school, 
University of Los Angeles.  Adrian was very excited and unfocused and felt it would be best if she didn’t 
drive home.  Ms. Vega asked  if Toni de Luca would drive home.  She did not think it would be a 
problem since they only fived five miles away.  Further, although it appeared that Toni de Luca was 
upset with the attention my client received, Ms. Vega believed that wouldn’t affect de Luca’s driving. 
Unfortunately my client was wrong.   
 

Aubrey Fox will testify that Toni has a history of bad driving and that Toni has a history of 
running stop signs, a fact that my client was not aware of. 
 

As they drove home, de Luca was speeding and ran a stop sign at the intersection of Skyline and 
Grand. As they were driving, my client heard a crash and was curious as to what it was. Toni de Luca 
and Adrian Vega didn’t even know they hit SOMETHING. Dallas Decamp will testify that the brake 
lights never came on the black car nor did they even slow down. They were unaware they hit anything. 
Toni kept driving and ignored the incident. Ultimately, my client made De Luca  pull over since Toni 
was driving recklessly. Miss. Vega wanted Toni de Luca to pull over so she could drive the rest of the 
way home. When they returned home, Miss. Vega hurriedly parked her car askew. My client had lost her 
key and was unable to get into her house.  So, instead of just standing in cold, Ms. Vega took a walk to 
clear her head. 
 

When Ms. Vega got back home, she spoke with Officer Kelly Wright. Officer Wright had a 
conversation with Adrian Vega and will testify that my client was very cooperative. 
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